
Alexandra Junior School 

Core Expectations in Writing for Year 3 

Presentation Word Sentence Text Evaluation 
Letters correctly formed 

 

All words in Year 2 list 

correctly spelt 

Compose and rehearse 

sentences orally 

Create settings, characters 

and plot in narrative 

Use learning objective and 

success criteria 

Use a legible joined script Words from the Year 3 and 

4 list are spelt with growing 

accuracy 

Consistent tense / subject / 

verb 

Use simple organisational 

devices for example, 

headings and sub-

headings in non-narrative 

writing 

Assess the effectiveness of 

writing and suggest 

improvements 

Lines of script need to be 

well spaced 

Topic vocabulary spelt 

correctly 

Write simple dictated 

sentences 

Understand which letters 

are best left unjoined 

Capital letters for proper 

nouns 

Capital letters, full stops, 

question marks, commas in 

lists 

Organise paragraphs 

around a theme,  

as a way to group related 

material 

Proof-read for spelling and 

punctuation errors 

All learning needs to have 

a Learning Objective and 

date 

Able to use a or an 

accurately 

Introduction to inverted 

commas to punctuate 

direct speech 

Choose nouns or pronouns 

for clarity and avoid 

repetition 

Proof read writing to check 

meaning is clear, including 

doing so as the writing 

develops 

 Add suffixes accurately  

eg ing, er, ed, tion,  

super–, anti–, auto– 

Use a wider range of 

conjunctions, including 

when, if, because, 

although before, after, 

while, so, because 

Use varied and rich 

vocabulary and an 

increasing range of 

sentence structures 

Propose changes to 

grammar and vocabulary 

to improve writing 

Add prefixes accurately  

eg un, in , dis, mis 

 Use inverted commas for 

direct speech 

Use a wider range of 

adverbs for example, 

then, next, soon, 

therefore 

Use of the present perfect 

form of verbs instead of 

the simple past (for 

example, He has gone 

out to play contrasted 

with He went out to play) 

Read aloud writing using 

intonation and controlling 

the tone and volume so 

that the meaning is clear 

 Use the first 2 or 3 letters in 

a word to check spelling 

in a dictionary 

Use a wider range of 

prepositions  

for example, before, 

after, during, in, because 

of 
 

 


