
Alexandra Junior School 

Core Expectations in Writing for Year 5 

Presentation Word Sentence Text Evaluation 
Letters of a consistent size, 

correctly formed and 

joined 

All words in Year 3 and 4 

list correctly spelt 

Consistent tense and subject 

/ verb when using singular 

and plural 

In narratives, describe 

settings, characters and 

atmosphere and integrate 

dialogue to convey 

character and advance 

the action 

Use learning objectives 

and toolkits to evaluate 

own writing 

Words from the Year 5 

and 6 list are spelt with 

growing accuracy 

Capital letters, full stops, 

question marks, exclamation 

marks, commas in lists, 

inverted commas 

Assess the effectiveness of 

their own and others’ 

writing 

Write legibly, fluently and 

with increasing speed 

Add prefixes accurately 

e.g. dis- de- mis- over- 

Use apostrophes to show 

omission and commas to 

separate clauses 

Use further organisational 

and presentational 

devices to structure text 

and to guide the reader 

e.g. headings, bullet 

points, underlining 

Proof-read for spelling and 

punctuation errors 

Add suffixes accurately 

e.g. able/ably, ible/ibly 

Use commas to clarify 

meaning or avoid ambiguity 

in writing 

Understand which letters 

are best left unjoined 

Use homophones 

correctly e.g. 

descent/dissent, 

stationary/stationery 

Use a colon to introduce a list Select appropriate 

grammar and vocabulary 

Propose changes to 

vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation 
Use brackets, dashes or 

commas to indicate 

parenthesis 

Lines of a script need to be 

well spaced 

Spell some words with 

‘silent’ letters (E.g. knight, 

psalm, solemn) 

Use modal verbs (E.g. might, 

should, would, must) or 

adverbs (perhaps, surely) to 

indicate degrees of possibility 

Build cohesion within and 

across paragraphs 

Ensure the consistent and 

correct use of tense 

throughout a piece of 

writing 

All learning needs to have 

a Learning Objective and 

date 

Topic and technical 

vocabulary used and 

spelt correctly 

Use relative clauses 

beginning with who, which, 

where, when, whose or that. 

E.g. The girl, who lived on my 

road, was playing on her 

scooter. 

Identify the audience for 

and purpose of the writing 

Perform their own 

compositions, using 

appropriate intonation, 

volume, and movement so 

that meaning is clear. 
Use dictionaries to check 

the spelling and meaning 

of words 

 Use a thesaurus Use passive verbs to affect 

the presentation of 

information in a sentence 

(E.g. I broke the window 

becomes The window got 

broken.) 

Summarise longer 

passages 

  

  

 
 

 

 


