
Alexandra Junior School 

Year 4 Medium Term Planning: Spring 2023 

Subjects not linked to 

main topic: 
History: We will study the 

Romans and their 

influence on Britain, 

including learning about 

their roads and towns 

and how the Celts 

resisted their rule. 

 

We will then learn about 

how the Roman Empire 

collapsed and in Britain, 

was replaced by the 

Anglo-Saxons. We will 

learn about how they 

were different to the 

Romans and what they 

brought to the country. 

 
 

English:  
We will continue to 

have a high focus on 

the development of 

grammar and spelling 

in our writing and will 

be looking for this in 

the books we read.  

 

We will learn how to 

write effective story 

descriptions, 

explanation texts and 

portal stories. 

Our class book will be 

“Why the Whales 

Came” by Michael 

Morpurgo.  

Maths:  

In maths we will continue to deepen our 

understanding of number by learning a range of 

different methods, both written and mental. Use 

and apply our maths knowledge in investigations 

and enhance our understanding of how maths is 

used in everyday life. We will also focus on time 

and statistics and fractions. 

 

Art and Design:  
We will learn about the 

artist Paul Cezanne and 

still life art. We will study 

the skills and techniques 

used in his paintings and 

apply them to our own. 

 

 

 

 

Design &  Technology 

(DT): 
We will use a variety of 

materials to create a wind 

powered toy.  

Science:  
Topic 1 – Sound 

We will learn about how 

sounds are made and 

how they travel to our 

ears. We will also learn 

about how the pitch of a 

sound can change. 

 

Topic 2 – Electricity 

Identify common 

appliances that run on 

electricity. 

 

Construct series circuits. 

 

Name parts of a circuit. 

 

Switches 

 

 

 Computing: 

We will be using Purple 

Mash to develop our 

coding ability, 

including how to use if 

statements and how 

to create games with 

a scoring system. 

 
 

Music:  

Through whole class 

drumming lessons 

we will explore new 

rhythms and 

patterns with the 

Djembe drums and 

feel the power that 

collaborative music 

can create.  
 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education: 

We will learn about respectful relationships. 

 

We will also have a visit from the Life Space (formally 

known as the Life Bus) where we will learn about some 

of the important systems in our bodies and how to 

keep them healthy. 

 

Spanish: We will continue to consolidate our 

understanding and use the Spanish language. 

Religious Education (R.E.): 

In R.E. we will explore 

the question of why 

does there have to be 

good and bad in the 

world? We will learn 

about what different 

religions believe about 

this. 

Physical Education 

(P.E.):  
In P.E. we will learn about 

how the body changes 

during exercise and the 

benefits.  The children will 

continue with gymnastics 

and dance lessons.   

We will also learn the 

martial arts discipline of 

Judo, learning some 

throws, hold downs and 

escapes. 
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Key skills to 

develop: 

-Cursive 

handwriting 

-Learning spelling 

rules including a 

focus on 

homophones and 

prefixes 

- Editing and 

upleveling our 

writing 

- Exploring 

different sentence 

structures 

(complex 

sentences) 

- Punctuation 

 

- Setting 

descriptions 

- Explanation texts 

-Portal stories 

- Poetry 

 

Key text:  

 

Why the Whales 

Came 

 

Times tables and 

their corresponding 

division facts. 

Recognising how 

these are used in 

maths.  

 

Secure place value 

to 1000 

 

Addition and 

subtraction using 

column method.  

 

Long multiplication. 

 

Short division. 

 

Number bonds and 

their use in solving a 

range of 

mathematical 

problems.  

 

Introducing 

fractions including 

improper fractions 

and mixed numbers 

and adding 

fractions. 

 

Recognising 

mathematical links. 

Eg, 7x3 = 21  

      70 x 3 = 210 

     700 x 3 = 210 

      0.7 x 3 = 2.1 

 

 

Sound 

What is a sound? 

 

How are sounds 

created? 

 

How do sounds 

travel? 

 

Pitch. 

 

 

Electricity 

Identify common 

appliances that run 

on electricity. 

 

Construct series 

circuits. 

 

Name parts of a 

circuit. 

 

Switches 

 

Romans 

An introduction – who they were.  

 

Using maps to demonstrate the extent 

and power of the Roman Empire.  

 

Chronology and timeline 

 

Roman Life in Britain and impact. 

 

Roman Roads 

 

Roman Settlements 

 

Hadrian’s Wall 

 

Invasion by Claudius 

 

Resistance- Boudicca 

 

Withdrawal of Romans from Britain.  

 

Saxons 

Who were they? When were they 

around? What was their way of life? 

What impact did they have on Britain 

and what as their legacy? How did they 

differ to the Romans? 

 

Still life – Paul 

Cezanne 

 

Studying Paul 

Cezanne’s art. 

 

Learning the 

techniques of still 

life. 

 

Creating our own 

still life paintings. 

 

Building wind 

powered toys. 

 

Evaluating what we 

make. 
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Coding 

 

Designing a programme 

 

If statements. 

 

Counting. 

 

Designing a game with a 

scoring system. 

 

Say the days of the 
week with correct 

pronunciation. 

 

Join in with the 

repeated sections of 

“La Oruga muy 

hambrienta” 

 

Use a dictionary to 

find nouns to put into 

original sentences 

following a familiar 

pattern. 

 

Use a dictionary to 

find meaning of 

unknown Spanish 

words. 

 

 

Drumming 

workshops 

 

Rhythm 

 

Drumming patterns 

and techniques. 

 

Performing pieces. 

 
 

Learning what 

makes relationships 

respectful. 

 

 

 

 

 

Explore and create 

dances using a range 

of movements from 

different cultures. 

Develop the range of 

actions, body shapes 

and balances that 

are included in 

gymnastic 

sequences. 

Create and link 

dance phases using a 

range of movement 

patterns in small 

group work. 

Recognise which 

activities help speed, 

strength and stamina. 

Recognise how 

specific activities 

affect their bodies in 

the short term. 

 

Judo – throws, hold-

downs and escapes. 

Why does there 

have to be good 

and bad in the 

world? 
 

 


