
Alexandra Junior School 

Year 5 Medium Term Planning: Autumn 2022 
 

Geography:  

 

We will be learning about a 

range of natural disasters, 
how and where they 

happen and what damage 

they cause. This includes 
studying volcanoes, 

earthquakes and tsunamis. 

We will learn about some 
historical disasters and their 

impact on the communities. 

We will also link this to 
maths, looking at how 

graphs can be used to 

present information about 
these. 
 

English: Whole Class Text(s):  

Floodland by Marcus Sedgewick 

The Infinite (The Leap Cycle) by  Patience 
Agbabi 
 

Our learning will involve studying characters 

and plots, and using texts as a stimulus for 
different genres of writing e.g. stories, letters, 

poems, reports, diaries. We will also base 

reading activities on it, to help us better 
understand the text. We will particularly 

focus on characterisation and dialogue and 

will also look at some war poetry tied in with 
Remembrance day. We will also undertake 

cross-curricular writing activities linked to our 

geography and RE topics. We will also 
examine different spelling patterns and how 

to use grammar and punctuation correctly. 

Maths:  
 

We will be 

concentrating on the 
three aims of the 

national curriculum: 

developing fluency, 
reasoning and problem 

solving.  Within this, our 

focus will be on core 
skills such as the 4 

operations, but with an 

added emphasis on 
fractions, negative 

numbers, working with 

larger numbers and 
decimals, and 

developing mental 

strategies.  

Art and Design:  
We use our 

understanding of 

primary and 
secondary colours 

to create original 

colour images 
based on icons 

using the work of 

Andy Warhol. We 
will also look at the 

work of Jane 

Cruikshank and 
create our own still 

life drawings. 

Computing: We will be learning 

about how to stay safe online, and 

how to keep our personal 

information safe when we are using 
the internet. We will also be learning 

how to use computers to collect 

data and to create spreadsheets 
capturing that data.  

 

Physical Education (P.E.): We will 

be developing our basic ball skills 

such as throwing, catching and 
striking to enable us to effectively 

play a variety of games and sports. 

We will then apply these skills to 
playing hockey. 

We will also be developing as 
dancers, learning about how to 

move in time to music and respond 

to different types of stimuli.   
 

Religious Education (R.E.): 

Through the Religious Education 

curriculum, we explore the UK’s rich 

heritage of culture and diversity. As 
part of the curriculum will look at 

religious festivals and celebrations, 

as well as, deepening our 
understanding of the world religions 

and their contribution to the spiritual, 

moral, social, and cultural 
development of contemporary 

society.  

 

Spanish: 
We will be learning how to Talk 

about ourselves by describing our 

emotions and feelings. We will also 
learn about school, learning the 

different subjects and how to say our 

opinions about them. 

 

 

 
 

 

Science: In science we will be learning about forces. 

We will study the factors that effects how and why 

objects fall and also explore the impact that using 
levers and pulleys can have when lifting objects. 

We will then study some of the properties and changes 

of materials, notably reversible and irreversible changes 
and how to separate mixtures and solutions. 

Music: As well as 

having whole class 

drumming lessons, we 

will be beginning to use 
the Kapow curriculum 

and following the catch 

up units to transition into 
this new curriculum.  

PSHE/SRE 
We will explore 
the concept of 
respectful 
relationships and 
how to stay safe 
online. 

Design &  

Technology (DT): 
To link with our science 
learning about levers 
and pulleys explore 
different sorts of lifting 
mechanisms and 
designing trebuchets. 
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Key texts 

Floodland by 
Marcus Sedgewick 

 

Dulce et Decorum 
Est by Wilfred Owen 

 

The Infinite (The 
Leap Cycle) by  

Patience Agbabi 

 

Key skills 

Spelling 
Handwriting 

Complex sentences 

Fronted adverbials 
Expanded noun 

phrases 

 
Characterisation 

Dialogue 

 

Genres 

Suspense writing 
Characterisation 

Dialogue 

Explanations 
War Poetry 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

Place value. 

 
Decimal numbers 

- Adding  

- Rounding 
 

Equivalent fractions 

 
Fractions of 

numbers 

 
Adding fractions 

 

Negative numbers 
 

Multi-step word 

problems. 
 

Mathematical 

reasoning and 
problems solving 

 

Forces 

Gravity 
 

Air resistance 

 
Friction 

 

Surface area 
 

Levers 

 
Pulleys 

 

 

Properties and 

changes of 

materials 

Thermal insulators 
and conductors 

 

Reversible and 
irreversible changes 

 

Dissolving 
 

Evaporating 

 
Sieving 

 

 
 

Covered in depth in 

the Spring Term 
through our 

‘Ancient Wonders’ 

topic 
 

Case study of a 

historical volcanic 
eruption. 

Natural Disasters 

 
Locating volcanoes 

on a world map. 

 
What causes 

volcanic eruptions? 

 
Cross section of a 

volcano. 

 
Case study of a 

volcanic eruption. 

 
Tsunamis – where do 

they happen? How 

do they start? 
 

Earthquakes 

Exploring which 

colours 
complement each 

other well through 

the use of a colour 
wheel. 

 

Study of the work of 
the artist Andy 

Warhol. 

 
Andy Warhol style 

volcano art. 

 
Still life drawings. 

 

The work of Jane 
Cruikshank 

 

 
 

Applying science 

knowledge of levers 
and pulleys. 

 

Trebuchets. 
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Agree sensible e-safety 

rules for the classroom  

 

Understanding that not 
all websites are equally 

good sources of 

information  
 

Choose a secure 

password for age-
appropriate websites  

 
Discuss what actions 

could be taken if they 

are uncomfortable or 
upset online e.g. Report 

Abuse button  

 
Talk about what games 

they enjoying playing 

and what good choices 
are when playing 

games e.g. content, 

screen time  
 

Collect and record 

information using 
spreadsheets and 

databases 

 

Talking about ourselves 

(emotions, feelings, 
etc.) 

 

All about school – 
different subjects and 

our opinions on them. 

Djembe Drumming. 

 
Introduction and 

transition to a new 

music curriculum.  
 

Listening to different 

types of music and 
responding.  

Identifying the benefits 

of living in a diverse 
society. 

 

Explain the importance 
of mutual respect. 

 

What makes a good 
friend? 

 

What is meant by 
negotiations and 

compromise? 
 

Describe strategies for 

resolving difficult issues 
or situations. 

 

Ball Skills 

 

Catching Techniques 

 
Throwing Techniques 

 

Striking Skills 

 

 

Dance 

 

Moving in time to music. 
 

Tell a story through 
dance and movement. 

 

Choreograph dance 
routines. 

Big Question: Who is to 

blame if we do wrong? 

 

Religious Focus: 

Judaism – learning 

about the main 
celebrations and facts 

about Judaism 

including iconography 
and Holy Places.   

 

Bat Mitzvah, 
confirmation, adult 

baptism versus infant 
baptism  

 

Jesus sacrifice for 
forgiveness. Romans 

and Jewish -wrong to 

crucify Jesus? Jesus 
need to die? God’s big 

plan 
 
 
 

 


