
Alexandra Junior School 

Year 6 Medium Term Planning: Autumn term 2022 

Topic:  
We will examine how people 

survived during the Second 

World War, focusing in 

particular on the local area. 

This will include: looking at the 

Blitz, evacuation, 

propaganda, the role of 

women, children in wartime 

and rationing. We will also 

study the main events of the 

war chronologically so that we 

have a good understanding 

of how the war unfolded and 

changed Europe. 

English:  
Whole Class Text(s): “When the sky 

Falls ” by Phil Earle and poetry 

based on the events of WW2. We 

will use create detailed toolkits and 

to help us improve our narrative 

writing. We will look at how 

evidence can be used to 

strengthen points in a discussion 

and focus on using formal 

language. We will apply these skills 

to non-fiction writing. We will 

continue to expand our knowledge 

of spelling rules as well as knowing 

topic related spellings. Secretarial 

skills will also continue to be refined 

as well as a greater understanding 

of essential grammar. 

Maths:  
We will focus on in-depth learning 

and mathematical reasoning, 

allowing children to expand their 

experience of mathematical 

concepts to solve more complex 

problems. There will also be a 

focus on arithmetic skills. Children 

will be taught a variety of 

strategies, which they can then 

use to explain their solutions. 

We will continue to develop our 

knowledge of number, focusing 

on; place value, the four 

operations, fractions and 

converting units. 

Art and Design:  
We will look at sculpture of the 

twentieth century and in 

particular, the work of Jacob 

Epstein’s “Rockdrill” as well as 

other contemporary sculptures 

to inform our own creations. 

 

Outdoor Learning  
Using our established allotment 

area, we will continue to harvest 

and learn about a variety of 

fruits and vegetables. 

Science - Light:  
We will learn about how the 

internal workings of the eye 

enable us to be able to see. We 

will be exploring the 

consequences of light travelling 

in straight line and designing an 

investigation to demonstrate this 

phenomenon. Finally, we will be 

looking at prisms that can distort 

the way that light travels and 

discover why this can be useful 

to us 

Electricity  

We will be learning how to 

construct different electrical 

circuits and draw each type using 

the appropriate electrical 

symbols. We will then be able to 

assessing the benefits or 

disadvantages of each type. We 

will apply our scientific 

understanding to design and 

make an electrical circuit for a 

specific need. (See DT)  

    

 
Physical Education (P.E.):  
In Judo, children will learn a 

variety of hold downs, escapes 

and throws using the correct 

terminology.  

In Gym, we will learn how to 

combine movements fluently and 

effectively to accompany a 

piece of music. 

Personal, Social, Health and 

Economic Education: 
This term, we will be exploring 

families and people who care for 

us and what a respectful 

relationship looks like.  
(See the planned progression of 

learning for more detail) 

 

Design & Technology (DT): 
We will be applying our 

understanding of electricity 

electrical circuits from our 

science lessons to design and 

make an original version of the 

popular game “Operation.”  

We examine the workings of a 

commercially produced game 

to understand how to 

understand the component 

parts needed to make our own. 

We will finally peer assess each 

others final products  

Religious Education (R.E.): 
We will be exploring and 

discussing how Muslims show their 

commitment to their God. In the 

run up to Christmas, we will 

examine the Christmas story and 

how the local church celebrates 

it. 

Spanish:  
We will continue to learn new 

Spanish words and phrases in 

order to be able to hold basic 

conversations with each other. 

  

 
 
 

Computing: This term we will be looking at the program 

2code to understand how to design a simple program with 

functions and interactivity with the user. As we develop our 

coding skills we will be looking for ways to debug problems 

and improve the running of the program. 



 

 

Year 6 Planned Progression of Learning: Autumn 2022- 2023 
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Examine primary sources that talk 

about the Second World War: 

   -Newspaper articles, focusing 

on how they can be used to 

influence people’s opinions of an 

event. 

   -Diary entries and how 

emotions and feelings are 

explained. 

- We will create detailed toolkits 

that help us write in key areas of 

narrative and non-fiction writing.   

 

Book study: When the sky Falls 

- How to include interesting and 

varied VCOP in writing. 

- Features of a diary entry. How 

do the events in the story 

effect the main character? 

- Newspaper reports. Does the 

media embellish stories? How 

to include quotes. 

- Features of a non-

chronological report. 

- Balanced arguments, including 

introducing essay writing. 

- Fictional writing – how to build 

suspense and tension. How to 

make the reader want to read 

on. 

Developing reasoning 

skills to promote a 

deeper understanding 

- Place value and 

reading numbers up to 

10 million 

- Powers of 10 

- Ordering numbers. 

- Efficient methods for 

the 4 key operations. 

- Inverse operations. 

- Fractions  

- Converting units  

- Problem solving. 
 

 

Light 

How the eye works 

How prisms affect the 

way light travels. 

 

 

 

Electricity 

- Associate the 

brightness of a bulb 

with the number of 

cells used in a circuit. 

- Give reasons of 

variations in how 

components function. 

-Recognise and use 

circuit symbols. 

 

WW2 

- Chronology 

- Why the War started 

-The Battle of Britain 

- The Blitz 

    -Propaganda 

-Rationing 

-Evacuation and children during 

the war 

-The role of women during the 

war 

The contribution of 

Commonwealth members 

including WW2 pilots 

-A study of a prominent figures 

-Holocaust 

Stalingrad 

 

Sculpture 

-Study the work of 

twentieth Century 

sculpture. 

-Collect ideas using 

primary and 

secondary sources.  

-Create a sculpture 

from ‘found 

components.’ 

 

Artist Focus-  

Jacob Epstein 

Hew Locke 

 

Electrical Game 

-Children to research 

the numerous versions 

of “Operation” Game 

to understand how it 

works and how to 

adapt it to their 

chosen design. 

-Apply scientific 

knowledge of 

electrical circuits to 

their own design.  

-Evaluate their peers 

finished design.  
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Coding 

To design and write a 

simple program using a 

choice of objects and 

movement. 

To use variables within a 

game  

Debug problems when 

they arise. 

To organise code into 

tabs and Call functions to 

eliminate surplus code in 

the program. 

To explore options for 

putting text input into 

2code. 

To include interactivity in 

programming 

 

-We will continue to 

develop our knowledge of 

Spanish culture and learn 

new words and phrases. 

Caring Friendships 

-demonstrate collaboration 

-recognise challenges which arise from 

friendships 

-consider ways to resolve conflicts with 

an assertive approach 

- how to show respect (verbal and non-

verbal communication) 

- how do we show prejudice 

 

Respectful relationships 

-explain, suggest and demonstrate 

positive strategies for negotiating and 

compromising with a collaborative task 

-explore how to deal with peer influence 

and pressure 

-recognise that bullying and 

discriminatory is a result of disrespect 

Judo 

- Count to ten in Japanese 

- Listen carefully to a range of 

commands 

- Successfully apply hold downs, 

master how to escape and 

apply throws to our opponent 

 

- Gym 

- Consolidate gymnastic skills in 

composition and performance 

using the floor and apparatus. 

- Use knowledge of principles 

behind gymnastics skills and 

ideas to improve own 

effectiveness. 

Sikhism 

While focusing on this 

religion, we will also 

address the big question: 

Why do we need suffering 

in the world? 

-  

 


