
Alexandra Junior School 

Year 6 Medium Term Planning: Spring term 2023 

Topic:  

Ancient Greece: 
This will include how the 

chronology of key events, 

some of the different city-

states, how the Greeks fought 

and the battles they were a 

part of, Greek people lived, 

how their society functioned, 

democracy, Greek myths and 

major advances made by the 

Greek people.  
 

Brazil 
We will also study Brazil and 

explore the locality, the history 

of the first Portuguese landings, 

the population, housing, the 

Amazon and significant 

cultural events. 

English:  
Whole Class Text Wolf Brother by 

Michelle Paver. This quest, set in 

ancient Europe chronicles the 

journey eleven-year-old Torak 

undergoes to fulfil a prophecy in the 

form of a riddle in order to save his 

precious forest. The text will provide 

the context to explore a number of 

writing genres including poetry 

setting descriptions, encyclopaedia 

entries, balanced arguments and 

story endings.  
 

We will also explore the William 

Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth. Using the 

themes of the play, we will explore 

different writing genres such as 

essays and newspaper articles  

Maths:  
The focus on arithmetic skills will 

continue providing accurate 

number understanding that will 

support greater and more 

complex mathematic 

understanding. We will focus on in 

depth learning and mathematical 

reasoning, allowing the children to 

explore the best ways to explain 

their understanding of complex 

and multi-skilled questions.  
 

There will be a particular focus on 

the relationship between fractions, 

decimals and percentages; ratio, 

& proportion; algebra; geometry; 

measurement and statistics.  

Art and Design:  
As artists, we will use the 

techniques of portraiture and 

element of colour to create our 

own responses to the American 

neo-realist artist Amy Sherald.  
 

Design & Technology (D.T): 
The children will be focussing on 

moving machines. We will work 

learning about Cams and 

Followers to build an Automata 

Animal using these mechanisms.  

 

Music: 
Children explore how music can 

be experienced visually by 

associating sounds and rhythms 

with different colours 

 

Science:  
We will be learning about Animals 

including the heart. We will look at 

how the circulatory system works 

and why it is important to look 

after this vital organ through good 

diet drinking water and regular 

exercise. We will look at the 

different components of blood 

and the function of each part. 

We will also discuss the impact of 

drugs and lifestyle on the way 

bodies’ function. 
 

We will carry out investigations to 

explore the effect of exercise on 

the rate of our pulse and compare 

and evaluate our results with those 

of our peers. 

  

     

 

Physical Education (P.E.):  

We will be learning how to play 

dodgeball. As part of this, we will 

be practising good throwing, 

catching and dodging 

techniques.  

In Dance the children wilt 

Choreograph and incorporate 

motifs into their sequences. They 

will use poetry as a stimulus. They 

will evaluate each other’s 

performances. 

 

Religious Education (R.E.): 

To explore the big question ‘Is 

commitment the same as 

sacrifice?' through the major of 

religion Sikhism. 
  

 

Personal, Social, Health and 

Economic Education (PSHE): 
To further explore how we build 

respectful relationships, develop 

ways to manage successful online 

relationships and learn how to 

remain safe online.  

Computing: We will learn about 

E-Safety and how we use 

technology in our daily lives.  

 
 Spanish: 

We will learn to name school 

subjects, describe them, express 

opinions about them, and 

describe a school and its 

timetable. 
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Book Study: Wolf 

Brother 

We will write a variety 

of texts based on the 

story:   

 

• Setting 

Descriptions 

• Non-

Chronological 

reports 

• The use of 

dialogue and 

action together. 

• Story endings 

• Balanced 

Arguments 
 

Play Study: Macbeth  

 

We will focus on a 

variety of areas of 

maths this term: 

 

• Ratio & proportion 

• Algebra 

• Fraction, Decimals 

and Percentages 

• Geometry 

• Measurement 

• Statistics  
 

We will also continue to 

help the children 

develop fluency in their 

arithmetic skills. 

 

Animals including 

-Identify and name the 

main parts of the human 

circulatory system, and 

describe the function of 

the heart, blood vessels 

and blood. 

Identify and name the 

main parts of the human 

circulatory system and 

describe the functions of 

the heart, blood vessels 

and blood. Describe the 

ways in which nutrients 

and water are 

transported within 

animals, including 

humans. 

Recognise the impact of 

diet, exercise, drugs and 

lifestyle on the way their 

bodies’ function. 

Ancient Greece 

• Chronology – when the 

Ancient Greek period 

was (up to the defeat 

by the Romans in 146 

BC at Corinth) 

• Location – that Ancient 

Greece was in roughly 

the same place as 

Greece today  

• How Ancient Greece 

was a collection of 

different city-states e.g. 

Athens, Sparta that had 

different customs  

• Ancient Greek belief 

systems, Gods and 

Goddesses  

• To explore significant 

Ancient Greek 

achievements  

Brazil 

• Location – where is sits within 

South America, its main 

physical features; environment 

and climate. 

• Ethnic Diversity and the 

reasons for this 

• The Favelas –why they exist 

and the lives of those who live 

there 

• The Amazon, including flora 

and fauna in the rainforest and 

the effects of deforestation on 

global warming. 

• The Rio Carnival – its origins, 

when and why it happens, and 

the parades and Samba music 

that form the centrepiece of 

the carnival. 

• The indigenous people of Brazil 

who lived there before the first 

European landings. 

A range of techniques 

including: 

• Pencil drawing, 

sketching and 

shading skills within a 

portrait. 

• Mix primary colours 

to create secondary 

and tertiary colours. 

• Use grisaille to 

portray skin colour.  

DT 
formulate step-by-step 

plans as a guide to making 

 

develop a simple design 

specification to guide their 

thinking 

 
how to reinforce and 

strengthen a 3D framework 

 

 Computing Spanish PSHE PE RE 
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• Discuss their own personal 

use of the Internet and 

choices they make  

 

• Consider reliability of 

information & ways it may 

influence  

 

• To be able to name 

school subjects, and 

express opinions about 

them.  

• My school: to be able 

describe the facilities in 

a school, using 

adjectives, and 

expressing one's opinion 

such as likes and 

dislikes.  

 

• Describe one's 

timetable, indicating at 

what time one has 

Maths, for instance. 

 

Online Safety 

• Identify strategies for keeping 

personal information 

• Describe safe/respectful 

behaviours 

• Explore how quickly things 

can spread online 

• Knowing the legal age for a 

social media account 

• Understand that people do 

not always tell the truth 

online 

• Explain the difference 

between a safe and unsafe 

secret 

• Identify where someone 

might need to break a 

confidence in order to keep 

someone safe. 

Dance 

• Use and perform basic dance actions, 

and develop them to make them 

more interesting using different 

directions, speeds and levels.  

• Respond to a range of stimuli including 

music, emotions, poetry pictures and 

stories. 

• Tell a simple story through dance 

movements. 

• Reflect a place/time through dance. 

Learn and perform various techniques 

for partner & group dances. 

• Choreograph group and partner 

routines. 

• Observe and evaluate others. 

• Use gymnastic techniques to enhance 

a performance. 

• Perform a routine with increasing 

confidence. 

 

To explore the following questions:  

• To introduce and have a basic 

knowledge of Sikhism 

• What is Seva and Puja? 

• What are the 5k’s and why are they 

important to Sikhs? 

• Why do people fast?  

• What is pilgrimage and what does it 

mean? 

• Big Question: Is commitment the 

same as sacrifice? 

 

Dodgeball 

• Throwing 

• Catching 

• Dodging 

• Team-play and teamwork 

 

MUSIC 

Composition to represent the 

festival of colour 

Theme: Holi festival 

• Hearing colours 

• Picturing music 

• Vocal composition 

• Colour composition  

• Performing in colour  

with different 
colours. 

 


